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“Our people have to emigrate. It is a matter of too
much boundless life and too much space.”
Pasquale D’Angelo Son of Italy
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Begin at home
Search US records
Find ancestor’s place of origin

Search records In Italy

— Civil

— Church

— Other- Military, catasto, etc.
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Alien Registration Cards

Birth Certificates/Announcements

Marriage Certificates

Death Certificates

Family Bible

Journals

Obituaries

Holy/Remembrance Cards

Passports

Passenger Ship Tickets/Papers

Photos

Naturalization Papers

Military Service Records

Wills

Land Records
ewspaper clipping
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World War | Draft Card

Watch for name variations
‘Martin” on WWI Draft Card
VS.
Mike” on Censuses
VS.
Matteo” in Italian records
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Civil Marriage Record in English, City of St. Louis  , Missouri



Church Marriage Record in Italian, St. Louis, Misso  uri




Declaration of intention

*Birthplace
*Place of emigration
sLast place of foreign residence

-




USCIS Genealogy Program



USCIS Genealogy Program

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
Select : Education & Resources
Select : Genealogy



try from whence came

In coun

lend

*Nationality

*Race or People

e[ ast Permanent Residence

-N?me and address of nearest relative
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Research Tools and Helps

It is almost time to begin looking at records in

Italy. You may need some tools to help you do this.
We will now discuss some helps and tips to get
your bearings as you begin.



La Lingua = The Language

Depending on where you are researching in Italy
records can be in:

Italian
Latin
Dialect
French
Spanish
German

You will mostly find records written in Italian and Latin



Research helps

www.familysearch.org

O



Italilan Genealogical Wordlist

www.familysearch.org



Italian occupations
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/8783/ital  jobs.html



Italian Occupations

Barcajuolo, barcaiolo (boatman)
Bracciale (laborer)
Calzolajo, calzolaio (shoemaker)
Contadino (farm hand, peasant)
~acchino (porter)
~latrice (weaver)

nserviente (servant)



Italian given names

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/8783/give ~ name.html



Surname distribution
http://gens.labo.net/



Surname: Cavataio



Italilan surnames and localities

http://italia.indettaglio.it/eng/cognomi/cognomi.ht mi



Italian Jurisdictions

Research the locality before you research people

t Is Important to understand the different
jurisdictions in Italy so you know where different
records may be kept

— For example: In the US we go to the county to acquire a
marriage license. However, when you register a birth, this is
done by the state. There are similar differences in
jurisdictions and which records are maintained where, in Italy.




Italian Civil Jurisdictions

Italy is comprised of 20 Regions
The 20 Regions are divided 109 Provinces

Each province is divided into to a number of
Comuni (towns). There are 8,101 total Comuni In

Italy.

A Comune may include subdivisions called
Frazioni (hamlets)

Www.comuni-italiani.it
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11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

Italilan Regions and Provinces

ABRUZZO: L'Aquila (AQ), Chieti (CH), Pescara (PE), Teramo (TE)

AOSTA: Aosta (AO)

BASILICATA: Potenza (PZ), Matera (MT)

CALABRIA: Catanzaro (CZ), Cosenza (CS), Crotone (KR), Reggio Calabria (RC), Vi bo Valentia (VV)
CAMPANIA: Napoli (NA), Avellino (AV), Benevento (BN), Caserta (CE), Salern o (SA)

EMILIA ROMAGNA: Bologna (BO), Ferrara (FE), Forli-Cesena (FC), Modena (MO), Parma (PR),
Piacenza (PC), Ravenna (RA), Reggio Emilia (RE), Rim ini (RN)

FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA: Trieste (TS), Gorizia (GO), Pordenone (PN), Udine (UD)
LAZIO: Roma (RM), Frosinone (FR), Latina (LT), Rieti (RI), Viterbo  (VT)
LIGURIA: Genova (GE), Imperia (IM), La Spezia (SP), Savona (SV)

LOMBARDIA: Milano (Ml), Bergamo (BG), Brescia (BS), Como (CO), Cremona (C R), Lecco (LC), Lodi (LO),
Mantova (MN), Monza e Brianza (MB), Pavia (PV), Sondr 10 (SO), Varese (VA)

MARCHE: Ancona (AN) , Ascoli Piceno (AP), Fermo (FM), Macerata (MC), Pe saro e Urbino (PU)
MOLISE: Campobasso (CB) , Isernia (I1S)

PIEMONTE: Torino (TO) , Alessandria (AL), Asti (AT%, Biella (Bl), Cuneo ( CN), Novara (NO),
Verbano-Cusio-Ossola (VB), Vercelli (VC)

PUGLIA: Bari (BA) , Barletta-Andria-Trani (BT), Brindisi (BR), Foggia  (FG), Lecce (LE), Taranto (TA)

SARDEGNA: Cagliari (CA) , Carbonia-Iglesias (Cl), Medio Campidano _(VS%, Nuo ro (NU), Ogliastra (OG),
Olbia-Tempio (OT), Oristano (OR), Sassari (SS)

SICILIA: Palermo (PA) , Agrigento (AG),'CaItanissetta_?CL), Catania (CT), Enna (EN), Messina (ME),
Ragusa (RG), Siracusa (SR), Trapani (TP)

TRENTINO ALTO ADIGE: Trento (TN), Bolzano (BZ)

TOSCANA: Firenze (FI), Arezzo SAR), Grosseto ISGR), Livorno (LI), Lucca (LU ), Massa-Carrara (MS),
Pisa (PI), Pistoia (PT), Prato (PO), Siena (SI)

UMBRIA: Perugia (PG), Terni (TR)
VENETO: Venezia (VE), Belluno (BL), Padova (PD), Rovigo (RO), Treviso (TV ), Verona (VR), Vicenza VI)



Italian Civil Jurisdictions

Regione: Abruzzo

Capoluogo di Regione (Regional capital city):
L’Aquila

Provincia: L’Aquila

Capoluogo di Provincia (Province capital city):
L’Aquila

Comune: L’Aquila



Look It up on a map

http://www.italytravelescape.com/map__ italian_regio ns_2.jpg



Look it up on a map

http://www.italianrealestateassist.com/images/italy =~ _Regions.JPG



Italilan Provinces — Le Province ltaliane




The Region of SICILIA and its provinces

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Provinces_of Sic ily_map.png



Correctly record your locality

There are 82 comuni in the province of Palermo and Carini is one of the  m.

To correctly record your locality you need the name of the comune and the name of
the province. For example: Carini, Palermo

When you record a locality while doing your researc h you will write: Carini,
Palermo, ltalia

When writing a letter the address on the envelope w  ill be:
Gent. Sig. Antonio Russo

Via Giulio Cesare 24
90044 Carini (PA)

To find the Zipcode (codice di avviamento postale)
of an Italian locality go to:

http://www.nonsolocap.it/



Research in Italy

Once you have identified where your
ancestor lived In Italy, you have
mapped it, and have your Italian
dictionary or wordlist handy, it Is
time to search the records!



Timeline of Italilan Genealogy

1300 Tax assessment records and censuses beginin so  me parts of Italy

1340 Most notaries begin keeping records

1545-1563 Council of Trent (parishes begin keepingr  ecords)

1595 Papacy reinforces record keeping practices in|  taly

1804-1814 Italy under rule of Napoleon Bonaparte

1806 Napoleon required civil records to be kept

1820 Stato Civile Borbonico civil records establishe d in Sicily

1861-1870 Unification of Italy

1861 First nationwide census in Italy by newly formed go vernment

1865 Military conscription of males who reach age ei  ghteen instituted

1866 Civil Registration officially introduced in the Kingdom of Italy

1869 Passports required by Italian government

1871 All eighteen-year-old males required to report to draft board

1875 Forms began to be used for Italian civil record s

1880-1920 Influx of Italian Immigrants to the United States

1911 First government census to name all family memb  ers with their
ages, occupations, birthplaces and other informatio n

1929 Italian government accepts Catholic Church marr  iages

1974 Italian government legalizes divorce



Search the Major Italian Record Sources

Civil reqgistration ( Stato Civile )

* Births, marriages, and deaths
« abt.1806 to present

Church Records ( Registri parrocchiali )

« Catholic Church baptisms, marriages and burials
e abt.1500s to present

Other
« Military (Lista di Leva) - Passport (Passaporti)
* Notary (Atti Notarili) - Sicilian Census (Riveli)

e Tax assessment (Catasti)



Civil Registration Iin Italy

When did the records start?

Napoleonic records: abt.1806-1815
(stato civile napoleonico)

Post-Napoleonic records: 1816-1865
(stato civile post-napoleonico)

Italian Civil Records:1866-present
(stato civile italiano)



Napoleone Buonaparte

Ajaccio 15 Aug 1769-SetHetdeab3\MAxy1 8221



Napoleonic Civil Records
(abt.1806-1815)

Napoleon introduced civil record keeping in Italy | n
abt. 1806.

The keeping of these record continued until he was
taken out of power in 1815.

Sicily was an exception where civil registration
started in 1820.



Civil Records- ppssiNdaptdearuc
1816-1866

After the fall of Napoleon in 1815, the Congress of Vienna reestablished the old Italian
states. Each State on the Italian peninsula was a separate and independent country,
with its own legislation.

Some ltalian states discontinued civil _re_(T:;istration keeping, like the Papal State, while
others, like the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, saw the advantage of keeping it in place
with only a few changes.

Post Napoleonic civil records refer to the civil records that were kept in Italy by some of
the Italian states after the fall of Napoleon up to 1866 when the Italian civil registration
records were introduced - after the proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy in 1861.

The following Italian states kept civil records after the fall of Napoleon:

Kingdom of the Two Sicilies (Regno delle Due Sicilie), Gran Ducato di Toscana
(extracted from parish records), Ducato di Parma, Ducato di Modena.

To know whether or not you will be able to find civil records for the area you are
researchln(rzj dur_ln%thls period of time, 1816-1865, you need to know the pre-unification
state your locality belonged to.



Italian pre-wmiioedtoon S edess
1815-1861

Regno delle Due Sicilie (Kingdom of the Two Sicilies)
from 1816 Abruzzo — Molise - Campania — Basilicata— Pug lia — Calabria — Sicilia

Stato Pontificio (Papal State)

Lazio — Marche — Umbria — Emilia Romagna
Granducato di Toscana (Grand duchy of Tuscany)
Toscana

Ducato di Parma, Piacenza e Guastalla
Ducato di Modena e Reggio

Ducato di Massa

Ducato di Lucca

Regno Lombardo Veneto (Lombardo-Veneto Kingdom)
Lombardia — Veneto — Friuli — Trentino

Regno di Sardegna (Kingdom of Sardinia)

Piemonte — Sardegna — Liguria



Civil Records- ItHaaan 18866- pressmt)

The Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed in 1861 and in 1866 civil registration

record keeping was introduced at the national level. This is the official year
that the Stato Civile Italiano, or the Italian national civil registration record
keeping, began. These records are maintained by the Ufficio dello Stato
Civile (Civil Records Office) of each town.

Not all the territory of the present day Italy had been annexed to the
Kingdom of Italy by 1866. For example, Rome and most of the Lazio region
became part of Italy in 1870 and civil record keeping started in 1871.

The records from 1866 are generally in handwritten form because pre-
printed forms were not always provided. Around 1875 pre-printed forms
were prevalent and we also see the change in many of the names of
jurisdictions in Italy and the introduction of regioni, province, and comuni
divisions over the whole national territory.



Civil Registration in Italy

Where are the original records today?

Town (Ufficio dello Stato Civile ) - Original copies of civil records are held
at the town Civil Records Office (Ufficio dello Stato Civile) from their start
until the present.

Tribunale and Procura della Repubblica - This is similar to a county
clerk’s office. A second copy of the civil records was deposited on a yearly
basis at the local tribunale (court house) until the year 2000. After the year
2000 these records began to be deposited at the Procura della Repubblica
offices. This 2nd copy of civil records is used for the military draft and are
generally a non-consultable copy of the records. The tribunale and the
Procura della Repubblica hold the records for 75 years or more before they
are then deposited in the local state archives.

State Archives (Archivio di Stato ) — Typically located at provincial level.
They hold the second copy of civil records since their start in that province.
(check the holdings of each archive for exact dates)

http://www.archivi.beniculturali.itf UCBAWEB/indice.htm|



Family History Library

Family History Library

Approximately 70% or more of the Italian civil registration records
have been filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah. The

microfilm is available for free to the public at the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.

www.familysearch.org



Getting started on the records

If you are beginning to research Italian records from the US, your best
resource will be the records on microfilm located at the Family History
Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City, Utah.

However, due the Italian 70 year privacy law the latest year you can
expect to find is 1937. In most cases the records have only been filmed
through the early 20" century. The only way to know what years are
filmed for your area is to check the FHL catalogue online.

If you need to find a more recent civil record not available on microfilm
than you will need to request an extract certificate from the comune in

Italy.



Requesting a certificate

Request a certificate of a birth, marriage, or death by writing to the town
hall (comune) in Italy. The town hall is where the Ufficio dello Stato
Civile is located.

Go to the help section on www.familysearch.org for template letters in
Italian to use.

A certificate (certificato di nascita, matrimonio, morte) is an official
document with the main information extracted from the original record. It
IS not a photocopy of the original record.



Locating the Ufficio dello Stato Civile

Find the address of the city hall
Check the internet to see if your comune has a website

Look up the Italian white pages, www.paginebianche.it, for
Municipio and the name of the locality.

www.comuni-italiani.it — May list the email address, mailing
address and/or phone number for the city hall of your comune.
Also may provide a link to the city’s official website.



Microfilm copies of the original records

http://www.familysearch.org

-

-









Regione Lombardia - Provincia di Como
Comune di Bellagio

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lmage:Lombardy_Provinc es.png



Bellagio, Como on Ancestry.com

Add screenshot of Como






Birth Records ( Atti di Nascita )

Italian Civil Registration Records 1866 to present

Elements usually found in a birth record:

1.

a kD

~N o

Record number

Name of the person being born
Date of declaration of the birth
Place of birth

Name, age, profession, residence of the person
declaring the birth

Birth date and time of the day
Name, age, profession, residence of the parents

Name, age, profession, residence of two
withesses



o0k wNRE
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Tips for Reading Handwriting

Become familiar with the writing

Identify a portion of the record at a time

Look for key words or phrases

Learn to recognize abbreviations

Learn to recognize different letters that may look a  like suchas L P S and R.

Look for similar letters on the page or in other do cuments written by the
same author

Practice copying the letters
Set it aside and come back to it later

Aﬁsk a friend to take a look for you-two sets of eye s are sometimes better
than one

Flip-side...take it a letter at a time or take ita  word at a time

Ask a local teacher or native speaker to helpyouo  ut

Use a dictionary and other published word lists (LD S and Latin word lists)
Understand which language you are dealing with

Understand the limitations of the language

Practice! Practice! Practice! And never give up






N =

L
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Record Number

Name of the person being
born

Date of the record
Name of the Comune
Father’s name (declarant)

Age, profession,
residence of the
declarant

Date of birth
Name of the mother
Two Witnesses




Marriage Banns ( Atti di Pubblicazione )

Italian Civil Registration Records 1866 to present

Elements usually found in a marriage bann:
1. Record number

Date of request of publication of the banns
Names of the couple

Place where the banns will be published

a b~ 0D

Name, age, profession, parents, residence of the
groom

Name, age, profession, parents, residence of the br  ide
Dates of the publication of the banns
Places of posting of the banns



Marriage Banns from Bellagio (CO) - 188282

Casati Maria nata e
residente a Nesso







Marriage Banns
from Nesso (CO) 1882

Record Number
Date of the request
Names of the couple
Name of the comune
Name of groom

Age, profession,residence,and
parent’'s names of the groom

Name of bride

8. Age, profession, residence and
parent’s names of the bride

9. Dates of the two consecutive
Sundays when the banns were
published

10. Places of posting of the banns:
Nesso and Bellagio

ok whE

~




Marriage records ( Atti di Matrimonio ):

Italian Civil Registration Records 1866 to present

Elements usually found in a marriage record:

1. Record number

2. Date and time of the marriage
3. Place of marriage
4

Name, age, profession, place of birth and residence of
the couple

Name and residence of the parents
6. Name, age, profession, residence of the withesses






Marriage record
from Nesso (CO) 1882

Record number
Marriage date: 6 maggio 1882
Names of the couple

Name of the comune

o k~ Wb

Name, age, profession, place
of birth, residence, parents of
the groom

6. Name, age, profession, place
of birth, residence, parents of
the bride

7. Name, age, profession,
residence of two withesses




Church vs State

Pio IX Vittorio Emanuele Il

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Popepiusix.jpg http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:VictorEmmanuel2.jpg

In 1870, King Vittorio Emanuele II marched on Rome with resistance from Papal troops. After about one

thousand years the Pope lost his temporal power and all the territory belonging to the Papal State was
annexed to the Kingdom of Italy with the exception of the Vatican. The pope was allowed to retain authority
over the Vatican; however, this began a long and arduous “quarrel” between the newly formed Italian

overnment and the Catholic Church. The Italian government did not recognize marriages celebrated by
the Catholic Church and made civil marriage mandatory. The pope on the other hand forbid its members to
participate to the political activities within the new government, including civil marriage. In practice this
meant that most couples married both at the church and at the comune. It was not until 1929 when
Mussolini and Cardinal Gasparri (Vatican Secretary of State at the time) signed the Latern Pacts (Patti
Lateranensi) that a treaty was set up to allow the separate sovereign state of “Vatican City.”



Civil and Church Marriages

In the period between about 1870 and 1929 it is
therefore not uncommon in some towns to find a parish
marriage record for a couple and not a civil record
and/or to find a civil marriage record for a couple that
was filed much later than the actual parish marriage.

This oftentimes carried over into the records In the
United States



Death Records ( Atti di Morte ):

Italian Civil Registration Records 1866 to present

Elements usually found in a death record:

1.

2.
3.
4

Record number
Name of the deceased
Date of when the death was reported to the town hal

Name, age, profession, residence of two withesses
reporting the death

Date and time of the death
Place of death

Name, age, profession, residence, parents, and spou
the deceased

se of






Death record from Bellagio (CO), 1913

ecord number
. ame of the deceased

. Date of death being
reported

4. Name, age, profession

5. Date of death
6. Place of death

7. Age, profession
residence, parents,
spouse of the
deceased



Falerna, Catanzaro on Ancestry.com

Add screenshot of Falerna



Insert

Insert



Regione Calabria — Hrovvme@a(2saazaan0
Comune di Falerna

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/lcommons/a/al/ Calabria_Provinces.png



Birth Record from Falerna (CZ) 1851
Post-Napoleonic Civil Record 1816-1865

Column to
the right
containing
baptismal
information




Marriage record from Falerna (CZ) 1851
Post-Napoleonic Civil Record 1816-1865

Date and
place of
church

marriage




Falerna (C2) - Mamage 1R10
Napoleonic Civil Records abt. 1806-1815




Catholic Church Jurisdictions

http://www.chiesacattolica.it/cci_new/index.html

There are 16 Regioni Ecclesiastiche also called Con  ferenze Episcopali

Lombardia
Piemonte
Liguria
Triveneto

Emilia Romagna
Toscana
Marche

Umbria
Abruzzo- Molise
Lazio
Campania
Puglia
Basilicata
Calabria

Sicilia
Sardegna



Catholic Church Jurisdictions

Each region is divided into several dioceses. There are
225 total dioceses in Italy.

Each diocese is divided into several parishes. There
are approximately 25,000 parishes in Italy.

http://www.chiesacattolica.it/cci_new/index.html
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Catholic Church records

Original Catholic Church vital records are usually found
at the local parish. A larger city can have more than 50

parishes

There are also cases where the records have been
moved to the Diocese

Examples form the Parrocchia di Maria Santissima
Assunta in Carini, part of the Diocesi di Monreale



Catholic Church Parish Records

Council of Trent (Concilio di Trento) - 1563
Main record types:
Baptism (Battesimo)
Marriage (Matrimonio)
Burial (Sepoltura)
State of the souls (Stato d’anime)
Confirmation (Cresima)



Catholic Church Baptismal Record
from Carini 1631

Giovanna di Genua daughter of Pietro

and Angela, the godparents were
Vincenzo Gatto and Catarina Giannola

FHL 2142059



Catholic Church Marriage record
from Carini 1693

Nicola Petrafitta widower of the late
Angela Lo Piciuolo son of Francesco
and Cecilia Petrafitta, and Maria
Giambanco daughter of Filippo and
Antonia Giambanco. 22 Nov 1693

FHL film # 2142059



Catholic Church Death record

from Carini 1631

Elisabetta Ruggeri figlia di
Giacomo e Agata Ruggeri.
12 Feb 1631

FHL #2142059



Catholic Church confirmation record- Cresime

Parrocchia di Santi Giustina e Cipriano, Stagno (PR )

FHL 784583



Catholic Church Stato d’Anime

from Montalbo (PV)

FHL2352336

Stato d’ Anime records
are like a census of the
parish.

They typically list the
members of the parish
in family groups and
indicate if individuals
have been christened.
They may also list ages
of individuals.



Riveli di beni ed anime

Sicilian census/tax records - 1593

The original Riveli di beni ed anime records
(census/tax records) are found at the State
Archive in Palermo and were compiled by each
of the Sicilian comuni for the following years:
1548, 1569, 1584, 1593, 1607, 1616, 1623,
1636, 1651, 1682, 1714 e 1748

FHL # 2377991



Catasto Onciario

Census/property tax from continental southern Italy , 1740-1753

A complete census of the population in Southern Italy 1740-
1753. Taken only once for tax/census purposes

Includes family units, local nobility, clergy
The tax was calculated in once. 1 oncia = 6 ducati

Each adult male was taxed depending on his profession,
women exempt from the tax

Land, goods, livestock, other properties were also taxed
Napoli, the capital city, was exempt from the tax

The original records made in two copies. One copy _
remained at the Comune and the other was sent to Napoli,

the capital city Napoli

'{Ioda ' these records are available at the Archivio di Stato di
apoli



Other records to look for in the
State Archives

Passports
Military
Notarial



Passports




Military records: Liste di Leva (draft records)

Name of the draftee, name of
the parents, date and place of
birth




Military records: Liste di Leva (draft records)

second page




Notarial record

Notarial records are legal
documents such as wills, land or
financial transactions, dowries,
etc.. They can be found primarily

at state and notarial archives.




Questions & Answers
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